JOHN BULL AND THE FOREIGNERS

Because babies vary in intelligence, however,  society
need not be graded into masters and slaves.   In the mak-
ing of a good life, intelligence is not as important as other
qualities, hard to define, but commonly called character
In the Christian (as also in the Islamic and Jewish) faith
men are equal in the sight of God; but this is not the
democratic claim at all, which is based on the theory of
congenital   equality.     That   men   are  born   "equal   in
reason " is a theory exploded fifty years ago, and with it
the philosophical basis of Socialism and Communism.
We come into the world each with his individual talent
and there is much wisdom in our English Catechism
which recommends the Christian child to prepare himself
to do his duty "in that state of life in which it shall
please God to call him/7   There need be no inertia in
this attitude.   If God has given us ambition and ability
we are to use them, but we cannot all be great and power-
ful.   It is a plain fact (to which politicians rarely allude)
that the task of every Government is to exert authority
that we may do what we ought, and refrain from doing
what we ought not; and that we cannot all be rulers
under any system of government, existing or imagined.
Democracy tells us that we are the Sovereign People, but
what is this illusion worth to our two million unem-
ployed   who   have   no   economic   freedom?    Are   the
peoples of the totalitarian countries, now ruled by the
sons of a cobbler, a customs official, and a blacksmith
much worse off than we are?   They at least have work
and wages and until recently could look confidently to
the future.   Their dreams may be shattered, but if so
it will be by military adventures, not by their inter-
nal economy, from which we have even something to
learn.

After Communism and Pacifism I would put Inter-
nationalism   as  the   most   dangerous  idea   current  in